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SAYINGS AND TEACHINGS

Sri Ramakrishna: On Curbing Passions and Propensities

He is a true man who is dead even in this life| that is, whose
passions and propensities have been curbed to extinction as in a
dead body.

Source:Great Sayings: Words of Sri Ramakrishna, Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekanarda

(Kolkata: The Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, 2013), 4.

Sri Sarada Devi: On Self Effort and Divine Grace

The mind is rendered pure as the result of many austerities. God
who is purity itself cannot be attained without austerities. What else

does one obtain by the realization of God? Does he grow two
horns? No, his mind becomes pure, and through a pure mind one
attains knowledge and spiritual awakening.

Source:Teachings of Sri Sarada Devi, The Holy Motfidadras: Sri Ramakrishna
Math, 1982), 54

Swami Vivekananda: On Faith

Faith, faith, faith in ourselves, faith, faith in God ¢ this is the secret
of greatness. If you have faith in all the three hundred and thirty
millions of your mythological Gods, and in all the gods which
foreigners have now and again introduced into your midst, and still
have no faith in yourselves, there is no salvation for you. Have faith
in yourselves, and stand up on that faith and be strong; that is what
we need.

Source:Teachings of Swami Vivekanang@olkata: Advaita Ashrama, 2006), 65.
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Obituary

We are sorry to record the passing
away of Sri Tapesh Gangopadhyaya
on 3 September 2017. Sri Tapesh was
the main pillar of the Vedanta work
in Melbourne and right hand man of
Swami Damodharananda He had the
honour of hosting many senior Swa-
mis like Swamis Bhuteshananda and
Ranganathananda. He was the Presi-
dent of the Melbourne Chapter of the
Vedanta Centre of Sydney until it
was handed over to the representa-
tive of the Ramakrishna Order. It was
at his home in the 1970s that devo-
tees would gather to meet and dis-
cuss about Sri Ramakrishna, Sri
Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekan-
anda. May his soul rest in peace.

Movement in Australia, as

epitomized in the lives of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and Swami
Vivekananda, and invite you to involve yourselves and actively participate in the propa-
gation of the Universal Message of Vedanta
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1. NEws FROM AUSTRALIAN CENTRES O JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2017

ADELAIDE

506 Glynburn Road, Burnside, SA 5066

Email: vedanta.adelaide@gmail.com
Contact:Dr Raman Sharma on (08) 8431 9775

Mrs Pathma Iswaran on (08) 8379 5336
URL: http://vedantaadelaide.org

Daily Activities:

1 The Centre is open every evening from 6:45pm
for aratrikam starting at 7:00pm which is un-
dertaken by the local devotees.

Regular Activities:

1 Swami Sridharananda visited the Centre and
delivered discourses on the SrimadBhagavad
& b e three days in July, August and Sep-
tember. A dedicated group of devotees at-
tended his talks.

1 Reading of The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishnia-
cluding discussion on relevant points, was
held on the first and third Sunday of the
month.

1 Some devotees have been providing commu-
nity based support for meeting the educational
needs of children from under -privileged back-
grounds on a weekly basis at the Centre.

First Annual Day of the Vedanta Centre of Adelaide
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Other Activities:

91 A cultural program marking the 1st Anniver-
sary of the Centre was held at the Goodwood
Institute Hall, 166 Goodwood Road, Good-
wood, SA, on Friday, 14 July 2017. The pro-
gramme was attended by over 200 people. Mr
David Parkin, Mayor of the City of Burnside
was also present. The programme included
classical vocal, instrumental, and Bharatanat-
yam, Kathak, Odissi and Mohini -atam folk
dances by the local artists.

1 Swami Supriyananda, Head of the Rama-
krishna Mission, Malaysia and Swami Ma-
habodhananda of the Vedanta Centre of Syd-
ney visited Adelaide from 7 -9 September 2017.
Swami Supriyananda delivered a talk on 8

21 xUl OET Uw!l YRNAWOOOwW?22pPEOD
2a000a0wi OUw2bpOxOPEDPUA? O

the 150th Birth Anniversary of Swami

Subodhananda.

Swami Supriyananda

B RISBANE

12 Greenwood Street, Springfield Lakes, QLD 4300

Email: info@vedantabrisbane.org
Contact: Swami Atmeshanand®7) 3818 9986

URL: http://vedantabrisbane.org

Daily Activities:
1 Meditation and the chanting of hymns were
conducted between 6:15am and 7:15 am on all

days except on Sundays when it is held from 8
am. to 8:30 am.
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Vesper servic@ratrikan), bhajans and readings
from The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishmgere held
between 7:00pm and 8:00 pm.

Members were encouraged to visit the Centre
and discuss topics concerning spiritual life.

Regular Activities:

ll

Sunday mornings:- a) Yoga class (8:30dm9:45
am).b) Srimad! T E1 E Y Elass &D:G0é&am

11:00 am). ¢) ! EOEwW2EOT 1 EwOUwWET

(10:00 arh 11:00 anmduring school term ).

A discussion group met on the first Monday of
the month at Sunnybank Hills (7:00 pm | 8:30
pm).

Sanskrit classes were held every Tuesday (6:00
pm| 7:00 pm).

Religious classes were held every Wednesday
at West End Primary School for children (3:00
pm | 4:00 pm).

Classes onMeditation and Spiritual Lifg7:00 pm
[ 8:00 pm at 134 Fleming Rd, Chapel Hill,
QLD 4069) and the Ramayand7:15 pm| 8:15
pm) were held on alternate Fridays.

Chanting of the Sri Ramanama Sankirtanavas
held fortnightly at the Centre on ekadashdays
(7:30 pm| 8:15 pm).

Prayer meetingsatsangy were held on the first
Saturday of every month.

Devotees took turns in decorating and wor-
shipping Sri Ramakrishna's image every week
at the Sri Selva Vinayakar temple, South Mac-
lean, QLD.

Swami Atmeshananda conducted Vivekachuda-
mani classes at Toowoomba on the
first Thursday of every month.

Yoga, meditation and a bush walk was held on
the third weekend of every month at the Ve-
danta Precinct, Vedanta Drive, Springfield
Lakes.

Other Activities:

il

Swami Atmeshananda, accompanied by oth-
ers, participated in a meeting organized by
Wesley Mission at the Indooroopilly library on
29 July 2017. Wesley Mission offered to pro-
vide resources to the Vedanta Centre to organ-
ize regular activities, workshops and talks on
mental health.
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construction of a multipurpose building at 96
Vedanta Drive, Springfield Lakes, was con-
ducted on Wednesday, 16 August 2017. The
building will house a monastery, a shrine and
meditation hall, a basement hall for events, a
commercial kitchen, office, library, meeting
room and guest accommodation. Swami Srida-
rananda Councillor Paul Tully, Acting Mayor

Bé?)gt)pl\ha%? o MioE HoH. IJl\"h”i’!/ladden
MP, Hon Steve Minnikin, MP, Archana Singh,
Indian Consul in Brisbane, Dr. Mahalingam
Sinnathamby, Chairman Springfield Land Cor-
poration and other dignitaries were present. A
large number of devotees and members of the
public were present on the occasion. The
building is expected to be completed in 12
months time.

(L to R) Archana Singh, Swami Srldharananda Swaml

Atmeshananda, Cr. Paul Tully and Dr Mahalingam
Sinnathamby

1 Swami Atmeshananda was invited to partici-

pate in the Indian Independence Day celebra-
tions on 19 August 2017 at the Roma Street
Parklands, Brisbane.

The Queensland Transcultural Mental Health,

invited Swami Atmeshananda and committee

members to discuss ways and means to im-
prove the mental health of the Indian Commu-

nity in Brisbane. The meeting was held on 23
August 2017.

Swami Supriyananda, President, Ramakrishna
Mission, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, visited Bris-

bane from 28 August to 3 September 2017
Apart from visiting various places of interest

in and around Brisbane, he participated in a

Page3
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bourne on 3 September

Celebrations
 Guru Purnimawas celebrated on 9 July 2017

with worship, devotional songs and a talk on
the qualifications of the Guru and Disciple by
Swami Atmeshananda. The programme con-
cluded with the distribution of prasad

i t

Guru Purnima Celebrations

Sri Krishna Janmashtamivorship was con-
ducted on Monday, 14 August 2017, at the
Ashrama. Formal worship, reading from the
Srimad Bhagavatandevotional singing and dis-
tribution of prasadwere the components of this
celebration.

On 25 August 2017, Ganesha Chaturthiwas
celebrated at the Ashrama with worship, sing-
ing of devotional songs and distribution of
prasad

Forthcoming Programmes:
1 A mental health workshop for the benefit of

parents and carers will be organized on 2 Sep-
tember at the Kenmore Library, Kenmore.

Sri Durga saptashati (Sri Sri Chandwill be re-
cited at the Centre from 20 to 29 September in
the mornings from 5:30 am to 8:00 am. It will
be broadcast live on Face-
book@brisbanevedanta. Singing of theMahisha
Mardini Stotram will take place on these days
in the evenings from 7 pm after vesper service.

Durga puja ashtamwill be held on 28 Septem-

El Uwl YRAWEOQwWOT T w. BROT a w2l

ley.
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17 Bean Crescent, Mckellar, ACT 2617
Email: vedacanberra@gmail.com

Contact: Mr Jaishankar Venkataraman 6258 760233 593
860

Regular Activities:

1 Swami Sridharananda conducted monthly
classes on theSrimadBhagavaeGité at the Bel-
connen Community Centre, 2 Chandler Street,
Belconnen, Canberra. Gita talks are now held
regularly on the last Sunday of every month,
and the next talk has been scheduled for 24
September 2017.

1 The Annual General Meeting for the Canberra

chapter was held on 27 August 2017 after the
Gita class.

M ELBOURNE

5-7 Angus Ave, Ringwood East, VIC 3135

Email: vedanta.melb@gmail.com
Contact: Mr Suresh Ravinutal@413 040 599

Daily Activities:
9 Vesper service fratrikam) and reading from

The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishmaere conducted
between 7:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

Regular Activities:

1 Swami Sridharananda continued to deliver
monthly discourses on the SrimadBhagavaed
Gité at the Centre from the Thursday to the
Saturday of a prescheduled week. The Thurs-
day and Friday sessions were held from 7:45
pm to 9 pm and the Saturdays sessions were
held from 10 am to 11 am.

Celebrations:

1 To mark the holy occasion of Janmashtami
p+ OUEwW 2UDPw * UDPUT OEagséhga E D L
(Prayer meeting) was held on Sunday 13 Au-
gust 2017 at 10.30 am at the Centre. The pro-

C~§1ram included chanting,. bhajansErower, offer-
DOUd,U" gUDaI OUZWEOUEOwW. R1
INgs and readings.
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Other Activities:

1 We were happy to host Swami Supriyananda
President, Ramakrishna Mission, Kaula Lum- Regular Activities:
pur, Malaysia. A special program was held on q
3 September 2017 atépm to meet and greet
Swami Supriyananda. On this occasion, Swami
Supriyananada addressed the gathering and
gave a highly motivational talk on 'Practical
Spiritual Tips for Householders'.

ducted between 7:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

Satsangaswvere conducted on the first Sunday
of every month. The programme included
chanting, Gita dhyanam bhajans readings and
prasaddistribution.

I Swami Sridharananda continued to deliver

monthly discourses on the SrimadBhagavaed
&bUeésd

Other Activities:

1 A working bee session was held once every
month.

i The Vedanta Multipurpose hall is used about 5
days a week by Prana Yoga which is led by an
acclaimed yoga teacher who is a member of
Yoga Australia.

Swami Supriyananda and Swami Mahabodhananda

i A satsangaand prayer meeting was held on 2
July 2017 in observance of the passing away of

1 The Centre held its first spiritual retreat for Swami Atmasthananda.

this year on the 9 September 2017 from@am till T Swami Supriyananda, President, Ramakrishna
4pmd w3i T wWOOXxPEWEDUEUUUI EwNSOuKgalpymyd iMaigysiadeliverea
PPDUT W& OEZG6wW2PEOPDW2UDPETI EUEBPORPUEOE RE BRIOFMBYDHY EOE

Sunisthanananda conducted the retreat, and it
was well received by the participants.

Simplicity" on Sunday, 10 September 2017. The
satsangavas followed by a few bhajans aratri-
kam and prasad distribution. Around 25 peo-

1 Swami Sunisthananandaji gave a talk on
'Significance of Durga Puja’ on 10 September ple attended the talk.
2017 from1lam to 12 noon

1 At a gathering of all the members, devotees Celebrations:

and friends held on 10 September 2017, Swami

Sridharananda formally announced that
Swami Sunisthanananda will soon take over

charge of the Melbourne centre as its resident

monk. This was heartily welcomed by all pre-

sent and all assured Swami Sunisthanananda

of their help and support.
PERTH

51Golf View Street, Yokine, WA 6060

Email: vedantaperth@gmail.com
Contact: Hiren Mukhopadyay 0411 478 244

Parthiv Parekh 0430 511 699

1

Guru purnima was celebrated on Saturday, 8
July 2017 from10:00 am. Swami Sridharananda
delivered a talk on "The Essence of a Guru".
Nearly 40 people attended the event

SYDNEY

2 Stewart Street, Ermington, NSW 2115

144A Marsden Road, Ermington, NSW 2115 (Entry)

Email: vedasydney@vedantasydney.org
Contact: 02 8197 7351
URL: www.vedantaaustralia.org

Daily Activities:

1 The shrine was open from 6:30 am to 1:00 pm
Daily Activities: and 4:00 pm to 8:30 pm seven days a week.
1 Vesper service fratrikan), bhajans reading 1 Meditation from 6:30 am to 7:30 am and chant-
from The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishrae con- ing from 7:30 am to 8:00 am.
Issue No. 41 October 2017 Page5
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1 Vesper service @ratrikan), bhajans and read- Ul EDPUEUDPOOW Of w2PEOPW 5DY]
ings from The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishmaere address by Rishab Mukherjee, veena recital by
conducted from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm. The times Suchitha Rao, bhajans by Uma Srinivasan and
change on special occasions. a talk by Swami Mahabodhananda. There

were around 220 people who attended and

had prasad.

Regular Activities: Sri Krishna J Htarmias held on 14 A
e . 1 Sri Krishna Janmashtamvas held on ugust
1 Swami Sridharananda conducted his chapter 2017. The programme included aratrikam

wise study of the Srimad! T ET EYBESu& DU & w, . .
davs between 9:30 am and 10-30 am chanting of shyam nama, and the depiction of
Y ; - ' UOOT WPBEPE]I OUUWOT w2 UPw* UF
1 A Class for Ladiesas held every Monday be- 180 people who partook of prasad.
tween 10.30 am and 12.30 pm. Swami Sun-
ishthananda initiated discussion on Meditation

and Spiritual Lifeand the Yoga Sutras of Patan- Other Activities
jali. 1 There was a special worship of Sri

Ramakrishna on 2 July 2016 in honour of
Swami Atmasthanandaji, the 15th President of
the Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna
Mission. A total of 130 people attended the
function which included the distribution of

1 Meditation sessionsvere conducted by Swami prasaq. | K ‘ ‘
Sunishthananda on Sundays between 5:00 pm Fr.a.n<.:|s X. Clooney, S.J, Parfmag Pro ess.or °
and 5:30 pm. Classes o/ EUEONE OBz Uws SRy, 230 JEgSsor  of - Comparative

were conducted between 5:30 pm and 6:15 pm. Thgology, Harvard Divinity School, Harvard
University, gave a talk at the Vedanta Centre

of Sydney on 28 July 2017. In his talk Professor
Clooney extracted the deeper meanings and

i Bala sangha classe&gich include moral and
spiritual lessons, drama and movement were
conducted for children every Saturday be-
tween 4:45 pm and 6:45 pm during the school
term.

9 Parlour talks were conducted by Swami Srid-
harananda at 1/98 Condamine Street, Balgow-

lah, NSW 2093, near Manly Beach on Tuesdays - :
between 7-30 4830 significance from the parables of Jesus Christ
elween /-3 pman o pm L and Sri Ramakrishna. Around 90 people
9 Classes on the 5DYI| OEE | Wweké o= ODb w attended.
ducted by Swami Sunishthananda every

1 The second spiritual retreat for the year was
Wednesday between 7:30 pm and 8:30 pm.

held at the VCS on 29 July 2017. The topic of

f Classes on the! | &1 Ewéie @dhducted by 01 wUil OUI EQWPEUwWs +PYDOT wl
Swami Sunishthananda every Friday between was discussed by Swami Sridharananda,
7.30 pm and 8.30 pm. Swami Sunishthananda and Swami

T 2UDPw1éOEOE OE wa Eddduetdd (be O E O Wahabodhananda. The group discussions
ekadashilays after the vesper service. focused on the challenges that people face in

{ Sanatan Satsang Sabha sandRam Katha once different life situations. The group leaders also
every month. made short presentations on their respective

1 Devotees also received spiritual counselling topics.
and guidance. 1 Swami Supriyananda, Secretary, Ramakrishna

T s801 Ewi OUwWS$ Y] UaEOEaz wpE U SIS Kgadympy) Malayspodelusefd a
fied Yoga Teachers on Tuesdays and Satur- OI I?U Uu IA w OOEu 2 A2 P E O_?SW®M OE,,IA
 OUw2bOxOPEPUazZ wOOw!l kw UI

days.

f Broadband for Seniors, under the auspices of Forthcoming Programme:
Adult Learning Australia, was conducted with 1 2UPwW2EUEEEwW#1 YDPZUwUDUI Dx
training and advice to those who sought help. on 9 December 2017.

Celebrations: 1 Christmas eve on 24 December 2017.

1 Guru Purnimawas observed on 9 July 2016. 1 2PEODwWSBY|I OEOEOEEZ UwUDUI |
The programme included special worship, sary) on 8 January 2018.
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2. FEATURE ARTICLES

A. Sri Sarada Devi: In Undying Union

t was fast becoming clear from the steady deterioration in the health of Sri Ramakrishna that after entrust-

ing the task of spiritual regeneration to the worthy hands of the Holy Mother and the chosen disciples, he

was fast approaching the day of final departure. But the Mother could not accept this as inevitable. She had

I Bx1 UDI OETI EwOT 1 wl UEET wOl w2bPOT EYET DOPwWHDOwWi 1 UwdP O
POxUOYI wUOT UOUT T wOT 1T wi EYOUUWOI w) ET EEET EUUPOWEOEWT EE
time in the days of stress and strain. After long deliberation, the Mother decided to go to Tarakeshwar and lie ther
fasting day and night at the temple of Siva who is known as the fulfiller of all wishes; for once, at least, she must
stay and see if the inexorable Divine law had not an exception, if Providence could not be moved by the piteous
wail of a creature in distress.

Experiences at Cossipore

Five years earlier Sri Rama-
krishna had indicated the
omens that would precede his
passing way ¢+ he would accept }
food indiscriminately from any L
one, would spend the night in
Calcutta, and would eat food a "\

part of which he had been given "‘ ~
to somebody earlier ¢+ which =

had all come true even before he

left Dakshineswar. On his re- ‘ r“’_
turn to Dakshineswar after
spending the night at Balaram
l'EEUz Uwi OUUI wEU
tival (rathaa & Qdd 8885, he told
ITTUwOi wedOUT 1 Uw
find many people accepting,
honouring and adoring this \
(pointing to himself) as the De-
ity, you will know that the time

of disappearance is near at S5« W8 j —— "L

I EOES z w 3|EULu><Ot:-t_- Q, -
Mother might have taken as i« @ s yopy e
having been already fulfilled; Sri Sarada Dew the Holy Mother (1853 1920)
for there were quite a number of
devout souls who looked upon
the Master as God incarnate.
And while at Cossipore, she got

|
| -

~

-
o

/4 | k
»4./»"5?

\?.!

Q

But to their dismay they learned , OUT T Uyz w3 T 1T w' 60aw.
that he had gone to Calcutta for others became upset at the news

_ _ treatment; so they offered the of this offering to a picture of Sri

a concrete illustration too. UPT 1 OUWOOW2 UP w1l ERAERASHDA) ivhDet theUMast® E 1

ture and the took the x U E U éwa<id flash and blood; for such

When the news reached Sri adoration of a living person au-
1EQEOUDUT OEOuwI 1 uglrédBlIEdD hing. Bt SruR&BeE w

they make the offering to the krishna removed their conster-

picture instead of to the nation by emphatically assert-

A few devotees went with some
sweets one day to meet Sri
Ramakrishna at Dakshineswar.
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POl Ows # 00z Uwa OU un&rtyrddm® WhthérvigecO wiry & urom her resolve and returned

dear! | shall be worshipped in
every house hereafter; | say this

should such a sinless body
have undergone such torture?

UxOOw OEUT Ow UOw T 1T Oxw Ol w&OEBJz w

Therefore it became clear that
not only was destiny against her
but that Sri Ramakrishna was
also determined to bid adieu.

From that point of view, in fact,

there was nothing to cheer her.
And yet hope lingers though

belief passes away; and nobody
can keep silent without calling
on God who is the only source
of solace amid blank despair.

Visit to Tarakeshwar

The Mother went to Ta-
rakeshwar; the Master did not
object. It is not known who were
her companions. Perhaps Lak-
shmi Devi and her maidt
servant accompanied her but
she lay down there for two days
without food and water ¢ but

e

every heart an incomprehensi-
ble vacuum. The Mother got up
from her bed and somehow felt
her way to the basin behind the

Sri Ramakrishna (1836-1886)

OTT Ul whPEUwWOOwWUDT Owdi w2bYEZ UwWEOI

ing. On the second night, the
Mother continued there as be-

[ OUT OWEUEYDOT w U laiedyandiakng wp g itle oft a

when she heard a crackling
sound much resembling the
sound of some earthen jars piled
up together being broken with a
stick. That woke her up, and the
thought took possession of her

temple where the holy water
offered to Siva had accumu-

in her hand she quenched her
thirst. Then she felt relieved.
Thus foiled in her attempt to
save the Master, she left next
day for Cossipore. The finite hu-
man mind sometimes shoots

OPOEOwWs 61 Owb U wE HUAwWerd) gheodok (3@nd ygoine;

world and of whom? Who is
related to whom here? For
whom am | sacrificing my life

i1 01 yzw( OwpE UwE (FRFOTPESEINYOuligok B UG£

rumbling of the horn of Rudra,

the great Destroyer, was usher-
ing in the dissolution of the

world, rending asunder all

earthly ties, and creating in

It became quite evident to the
Mother that that was the real
I RxOEOEUDOOW OI

Page8

inspiration to lose itself in the
infinitude of the cosmic mind
getting thereby a new and all

sult of which the old worldly

ties look ephemeral and mean-
ingless and are, therefore, auto-
matically discarded. This im-
mersion of the microcosm into
the macrocosm is referred to as
renunciation. Through the influ-

ence of that overpowering self 4

Hbrddatiortthe NrotHd? deflécteld W

October 2017

disappointed to Cossipore. The
Master knew all this, and in
T OOEw T UOOUUW T 1 w UE:
now, my dear? Did you get any-
U1 DOT yw- OUT DOT wEUWE

371 w, EU0UI UzUwsRxO
Holy Mother about his Con-

dition

3T 1T wUPOT woOi wlOi 1 w, EU
away was fast approaching ¢ to

prevent it was beyond human

H capacity. Mother had a premo-

~ nition of this in various ways.

271 wWUEPEOws 31 1 w, EUL
| a dream an elephant going out

" to get medicine. Just as the ele-

phant began digging the earth
for the medicine, Gopal came

3 | and woke him up. He asked me,
04 Ow
| saw Mother Kali with her neck

AaOUwil EYI wEOaw!

turned aside, and asked Her,
2, 001l T UOwPkPl awEUI wa

U oUUi yow, 00T 1T Uw*

21T EEUUT w Ol w U7 EQw
Px OPOUDPOT wOOWUT 1 w,

%WlelUOEUAw(wUOOw

Mother at once realized that if
Mother Kali could not or would
not cure the Master in spite of
her suffering equally with him,
then what could mere human
beings do? Moreover, the Mas-

Wer also gave an explanation of

his disease, which was calcu-

OEUI EwUOWUEDUIT wUOT 1 v
above worldly considerations to

& V¥ of universal compassion.

"'l WUEPEOuws (WEOQWEIT BC
all the sufferings that there can

be; none of you need have it

again. | have suffered for all in

UT'T wbOUOEGSzw( UwEIT EI
dent to the Mother that that was

the real explanation of the Mas-

UI Uz UwOEUUAUEOOOWOC
should such a sinless body have
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undergone such torture?

The month of August (1886) was
well advanced. Through words
and deeds the Master went on
dropping hints that the day of
final departure was at hand. But
human hearts recoil from con-
templating the poignant. Hence
the devotees refused to believe
their eyes and ears; and the
Lord too lifted the veil of that
mortifying future momentarily
and then covered up the devo-

here you are? Look here, it
seems | am going somewheret
all through water to a far ¢ off

Reach

into pieces in the process of be-
ing lifted up.

xOEEIl dzw3T 1T w, OUIT T UWEI T EQwPI 1 x1

ing. But the Master continued,

Sri Ramakrishna Immersed

s80U0wWOI 1 Ewi EYT wiuEO®&PT Badwadluw

will be just as you have been so
long; and they (meaning Naren-
dra and others) will look after

you and do for you as much as
they have done for me. Do have

EOwi al wOOWET EUw+ OAJ;’I'W

The subtconscious of the

Then came the midnight of the
15"  August; and midnight
passed into the small hours of

the 16", It was two minutes past

A0 % %EOOEOG w3l EUL
otted with's rubzs and trees, on

the outskirts of the city, was

steeped in absolute silence; only

011 zUwODPOE UwD O w Bathel Hadbadh dubdring Gith U 1 he devotees sitting by the bed

tery. One day the Master sent
for the Mother through Shashi
(Swami Ramakrishnananda),
remarking that she was intelli-
gent and would, therefore, un-
derstand his condition. On her

trepidation at the black shadows
of the imminent calamity pass-
ing over it. Everything around

her seemed to be out of hinges

and full of evil portent. She had
been cooking some kichudi for

of Sri Ramakrishna kept a help-
less vigil as they found him im-
mersed in 2 EOé EWh2IO w
lengthened into hours till there
was no possibility of a reawak-
ening. The physician came to

EUUDPYEOOWI | wUE D b was éngedad iini thel Mags GANGUNCe that all hope had been
Ei EUOW (w EOBz 0w iotfxObuwliptamei 6w Frafese g 38 ot o 6 6 w

thoughts of Brahman are ever

of it got burned. She served the

body was consigned to a sacred

UOPUUDOT wba woD O Eupperupbriiol tuie bays anty w fire at the cremation ground on
ate the lower portion herself.
She had spread a piece of cloth

could the Mother make? The
sight of that frail, emaciated
body was too heartbreaking for
her; hence she uttered a few
consoling words and then
turned her face round to wipe

off her tears. How helpless she
felt. It was impossible to hold

EEEQwUIl T w, EUVOI

headlong rush to the quietude
of Brahman.

On the day of passing way, the
Master sat on his bed leaning
against the pillows. It was a sick
t bed, and the light of hope had
been extinguished; and so all

around there was a dark pall of =98

sadness. All thought that the
power of speech had left him;
but when the Mother and Lak-

UT OPw #1 YDw EEOI Oé%\r%hén ugJoHIel%;l?t IT:'efPéllrj]dsb%oPew
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on the roof for drying; it was not
to .be found. There was an

October 2017

the Ganges at Cossipore; and
when all was over, the ashes
were gathered in a copper vessel
which was carried to the garden
house and placed on the Mas-
Ul Uz UWET EB

uﬂn the evening the Mother sat to
remove her ornaments one by

® one; and when at last she was

about to take off her gold brace-

lets, the Master suddenly ap-

peared in his body just as it was

before he had the disease, and

taking hold of her hand said,

s' EYIl w(wEDPI EwUT EQu
moving the signs of a married
POOEOwi UOOwadblUwbU
then desisted from doing so.
Balaram Babu had brought a

white piece of cloth without any

coloured border, to be worn by
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her as a sign of widowhood.
When he gave this to Golap + Ma
to be passed on to the Mother,
Golapt, EWUEDEwWPDUI
Jove! Who is going to hand over
to her the white cloth without

EOOOUUI Ew EOUET U Udidz not+appedl D theb youn® u

she went to the Mother, she
found she had torn a portion of
the broad border of her own
cloth to make it very thin. From
that day she wore clothes with
thin red borders and not the ab-
solutely white ones. For, there is
really no end to the everlasting
play of the Master; and there is
really no separation of the
Mother from him.

On the third day, food was of-
fered before the reliquary. Now,
the older devotees decided that
after the Master had shuffled off
his mortal coil, there was no
meaning in retaining the garden
house. But the young devotees
like Narendra wanted to con-
tinue the lease for sometime
more, so as to allow sufficient
time to the Mother to get over the
shock and to have a place for

land to be purchased on the sa- |

cred Ganges. Considering, how-
ever, the great expenditure in-
wobved Erid FolJdih€r uegsorss,uhe

householders changed their view [

afterwards. As this new decision

devotees, they removed more
than half of the ashes and the

pieces of bone to a separate ves-.
sel, which was then sent to the _. |

house of Balaram Babu. Then
they heartily cooperated in inter-
ring the first copper jar at
Kankurgachhi on the 231 Au-
gust, which was the holy birth-
day of Sri Krishna.

The Holy Mother, who heard
much of this controversy, took no
sides in it because of her extreme
mood of indifference consequent
on the stunning blow; and she

And they, therefore, planned to
send her on a pilgrimage to
places which had been sanctified
by the Lord in his previous incar-
nations and on which He had
impressed His indelible marks,
so that by coming face to face
with these indubitable signs of
UOT 1T w+OUEzZUwUOEaDPOT

said to Golapt, EOw s + OO O wifhikergetth® ShHys of separa-

bickering, Golap; that precious
person, worth his weight in gold,
is gone, and they are quarrelling

tion and by being away from the
x OEEIl UwUOwi Ul UT wkb
memory, she might somewhat

EEOUOwW T DUw EUT 1 U Gerdyern@R Ratalbhiding gFief. I

came ready to leave Cossipore.
At the invitation of the great
devotee Balaram Babu, she went

Accordingly, she started for Vrin-
daban, on the 30" of August,
1886, accompanied by Golag Ma,

Ol 1l xDOT wUT T w, EUUd highbusetot) thé aftérnodn 0f0 wayshmi Devi, Master Maha-

as they had no monetary backing
they could not stand up before
the older people. Therefore the
final decision was that the house
would be given up on the expiry

of the lease, the urn containing
the ashes would be removed be-
fore then to the Kankurgachhi
garden of Ram Babu, which the
Master had once made holy by a
visit, and the Holy Mother would

go elsewhere. But some of the
young devotees did not readily
agree to part with the ashes. For
both the lay and the monastic
devotees had settled at first by
common consent that the copper
urn would be interred in a plot of

Pagel0

the 21st August. It can be well un-
derstood that at the passing away
of the Master and the thought of
her helpless condition, she was
very much overwhelmed.
Though subsequently she had a

UT EaAaEzUwpkPBi 1l OQw2pEO:
Swami Abhedananda, and
Swami Adbhutananda.

Pilgrimage to Vrindaban

EPUI EOwYPUDPOOWOT wUT T w, EVUI Uz UwxIi Uz

manent divine body and heard

On the way they got down at

01 WEEOOwWs, o011 0PN Folri B eY woi

her children, and though this as-
suaged her agony a little, yet the
terrible, physical separation was
not easy to forget. At every turn,
and with every thought the
Mother was being reminded that
the Master was not there just as

he used to be. The devotees too

knew of this state of her mind.
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then they proceeded to Banaras,
where they stayed for some eight
or ten days worshipping Siva,
Goddess Annapurna, and other
well known deities. The Mother
climbed the tower of Venimad-
hava, from which could be seen
the city of Banaras. One day, dur-
ing the evening services at the
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Viswanatha temple, her spiritual
fervour was so highly enkindled
that unconscious of what she was
doing she walked to her dwelling
place with unusually heavy
steps. Questioned by this she
UEPEOQuws 3T 1 w, EUUI
TECQEW I UOOwW UT 1 w!
with others she visited Swami
Bhaskarananda one day. The
Swami was naked and he said to
U7 1 O0ws, OUTTUUO
shy, for you are all forms of the
Mother of the Universe. About
her impression of the swami the
, OUT T Uw UEDPEOW s |
great soul. In heat and cold alike
I T wUPUUWUOEODOYI UI

Banki Bihari Temple, Vrindaban

RBebegr wore it again, but wor- sion of Krishna enkindled an ir-
shipped it along with the picture.  resistible desire to see him; but
On arriving at Vrindaban they he himself was nowhere to be

Then the Master appeared to pj Ul wx U0w Ux wEQw fbind.w* EOEw! EEUz Uw

them one night and said, grove, belonging to Balaram

s61 OOOwWOAwWEI EUUERBE Qwi EORQOWwdOOwUT 1 we EOUOES

P11 xwUOwWOUET yw(UzUwRNUUOw ODOI gP after their arrival at Vrinda-

walking from this room to
Uil EUG 7

From Banaras they all reached
Ayodhya, the birthplace of Sri
Ramachandra, where they visited
places associated with his divine
disport. On the way to Vrinda-
ban from Ayodhya, the Mother
got another vision of the Master,
under peculiar circumstances. On
her arm was the gold amulet,
which the Master wore in the
name of his chosen deity. She
was reclining with that arm up-
permost near the window of the
railway compartment in which
she was travelling. The Master
peeped in through the window
OOwUEaOuws,

It was about the middle of Sep-
tember when the rains were over
and the woods of Vrindaban
looked fresh and smiling. The
trees had thick green foliage; the
ground was covered with grass;
the air was saturated with the
sweet smell of flowers; all around
could be heard the cry of pea-
cocks and the lowing of cattle;
there were deer grazing fear-
lessly by the wayside and taking
to flight with raised ears at the
sound of human steps; and the
Yamuna, full to the brim, was
coursing down with a murmur-

ing sound. Vrindaban had still its

wonted beauty and those associa-
tions of old ¢ the Nikunja grove,

ban, there welled forth from the

heart of the Mother, an excruciat-

ing moan of agony. Before this

she had visions of the Master at

least three or four times. But the

lack of an inalienably tangible

union with him to whose feet all

the strings of her heart were tied,
oppressed her mind and aroused
POwPUwUT T wi OEOT UU w(
PUwlTiyzw T Ul UwWwEOOD
ban the Mother was ever in tears,

and to these were added the tears

of Yogin-Ma who had preceded

her there. When the two met, the

Mother clasped Yogin-Ma to her

heart. Having heard everything

from others and having the
mournful Mother before her very

eyes, YoginMa also began to

poEwa o8 bW EY YY1 QFFd gok ythn tealossl drifiduglly. Then

PUWPPUI waodUOWUI | Eﬁ?ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw&é@&%ﬁégw@%ﬁ%?p&wed to them one

She at once took it off and put it
into the tin box in which was
kept the picture of the Master
that she worshipped daily. She
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Vraja hallowed by the longing
lingering looks of the cowherd
girls searching for Krishna ¢ all
these were there, and every-
where the deep indelible impres-

October 2017
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just like walking from this room

OOwUl EUd 7
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Following this vision and assur-

deep U E O é #heb some food,

ban. We came here to lay down

EOCEIT QOwUT T w, 60T 1 Uwatdruarid Gédebwer® held befoke U Bubodies; but we never had so

lessened; but the pangs of sepa-
ration were still there, and they
now found expression through a
different channel. In the section
ofthe! T é1 E dalied the Gopr
gita, we read that when Krishna
suddenly disappeared from the
field of his amorous disport, the
cowherd lasses, overpowered
with grief and forgetful of every-
thing around, began a long
search for him; but baffled in this
and therefore lost in anxious
longing for Him all the more,
they gradually came to identify
themselves mentally with the ob-
ject of their intense love, so much
so that they started impersonat-
ing him in various ways. In the
body and mind of the Mother
also was now to be seen a similar
self-absorption. Forgetful of her-
self she sometimes walked across
the vast sandy shore to the wa-
ters of the Yamuna unknown to
anybody and she had to be
searched out and persuaded to
return. One does not know, she
might have then thought of her-
self as Radha, the sweetheart of
Krishna, and of Sri Ramakrishna
as Krishna, and was thus lost in
the bliss of union in the Vrinda-
ban of her heart. It is said that
UT 1 wODET wUOOEWE
EIl 1 EOwWEOW1EET ES:
in the thoughts of the Master, she
became one with him. One day
she lost all outer consciousness in
a deep U E O éfébrin Avhich she
could not be roused, in spite of

her, she took a little just like the
Master; she chewed the betel just
like him, after biting off the coni-
cal portion with her teeth. At that
time Swami Yogananda put sev-
eral questions to her, to which

much as fever for a day. You can
well calculate how old we have
grown t+ we have seen our fa-
thers, and the elder brothers of
OUUwi UUEEOEUGB 7

UTT wUIl xOPl EwDOwUTT w, EVUI Uz UwOEOI

ner. In fact, all her gestures and
postures at that time resembled
those of the Master. After coming
back to the normal plane, she
herself admitted that the Master
had engulfed her for the time be-

ing.

The Mother being thus occupied
with the thoughts of the Master,
her talks and movements ap-

Swami Yogananda (186%11899)

peared to be unrelated to the ac-
tualities of life and rather like

Yogin-, Ez Uw Ui xi E 0p othagelrf a simplediid. Opaifay,

name in her ears for a long time.
Then Swami Yogananda made a
similar attempt, when there ap-
peared signs of reawakening,

on seeing a dead body, covered

with flowers and garlands, being

carried to the cremation ground

with music, she said with some

Yogin-Ma and others burst out
OEUT T POT WwEOUwWUT PUWEC
strange thing you say Mother:
you have seen your father. Who-
I YT UWEOTI UwdOOUwWUIT T wC

The Mother lived at Vrindaban
for about a year. A month later
, EU0Il Uw , ET EUT EaEZz U
attacked with malaria and she
had to leave for Calcutta with
Swami Abhedananda. Swami
Adbhutananda also went to Cal-
cutta after six months on getting
some sad news from
1EQOEET EOEUEwW# EUUEZz

One day she lost all outer
consciousness in a deep
UEOCEGET Pwi UOOwbi PE
not be roused, in spite of
Yogin-, Ez Uw Ul xI EUBC
+OQUEZUwWOEOI wbOwl I
long time.

Or1

uaihe long stay at Vrindaban had
the effect of bringing to some ex-
Ol O0wUOT T w, 60T 1 Uz Uuw
the normal plane. The Master
ultimately granted her a continu-
ous flow of bliss in proportion as
he had previously given her
grief. She went round the tem-
ples daily, seeing the different
images and sitting for meditation
at suitable places. She must have

EOEwWUT | wUEDEOws (IuwfdT1EL ubh U0+ PP, BlaskhdOmtiO O siors O b w

the Master used to say after a the man (by dying in Vrindaban)

Pagel2

has attained (the eternal) Vrinda-
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at that time, though she never
gave them out. Only of one of
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these incidents did she tell Yogin
-Ma. That day she had been to
the temple of Radharamana
where she had a vision of the
wife of Navagopal Ghosh (both

husband and wife being devotees
of the Master), standing by the
deity and fanning Him. On her

Some time during their stay there
the Mother and her party under-
took a ceremonial circumambula-
tion of Vrindaban for more than
a fortnight. During this walk, the
Mother seemed to be looking at
the roads, fields, and forests of
the place with intense interest; at
times she stopped altogether lost
in her reverie. To Yogin-Ma and
others it was clear that she was in
a spiritual mood and was having
some visions too. So now and
then they put questions to her
out of curiosity. But the Mother
put them off with a simple an-

with him (Yogin); how can | im-

Reach
ECEw( wi EYI wOOw@UP U\

part the mantray z w3 | 1 w, E Wéparthgy théfigure pointed to a
TTUUI EOQOws 800 wWUIT Odeity Eniil fed tldthgsushd bid O O w
UT'T wPpBDOOWET wx Ul Uledktd bim ta 'offerusént® WaBagdlk O O E

her the mantra. The Mother in-
quired of Swami Yogananda
through Yogin -Ma whether he

lasto her. The fever abated at
once. At Hardwar the Mother
bathed at the Brahmat kunda and

T EEwl PUw b OD UDE U DI the'templek! Sl Bad with - O O L
Ul OUUOwW T 001 wUT T wOEPEOOUSBIOT u OB w lér sameEnBilEpérinds and Haivof w
-EYET OxEOz Uwbbi | mebddyupdriicular unantyadi ehyu (ther Master, a portion of which

I EEWUUET wE OE wU U E bpedaud#itp. Urbpdad dng accord-
PDOT wUOw Oa wOPp Ow E wadd & thé @angesl atuHartwar

ther let her know that he too had
been asked by the Master to be
initiated by the Mother, but he
could not make the request be-
cause of his natural modesty. At
last the Mother agreed to initiate
him. On the appointed day, the
Mother had an onset of spiritual
fervour as she sat in worship be-
fore the picture and the physical
remains of the Master. She called
in Swami Yogananda and, while
still in that ecstatic mood, im-
parted the mantra which was ut-
tered so loudly that Yogin ¢ Ma
could hear it from the adjoining
room. Swami Yogananda was the

she intended to offer in the holy

This she did at the Brahmat
Kunda. Besides, she crossed the
Ganges to climb the Chandi hill
and worship the goddess Chandi
there.

Then with her companions she
went to Jaipur. After they had
seen the main deity Govindaji,
they went on visiting the other
deities, when suddenly they
came to a Goddess, on seeing
whom Swami Yogananda cried
out that this was the very deity
he had seen during his last fever.
She was Sitala, the Goddess of

UPl UOws- OOwUT EUZ U@LUQCPLUZEQ'JQMODL{]J,UQYIEWE@)& dhe §&edgess was of-

0068z

Here the Master got one of his
unfinished tasks accomplished
through the Mother; and in the

Towards the end of this period of
stay at Vrindaban, the Mother
once went to Hardwar with
Swami Yogananda, YogintMa,

fered half a rupee worth of
rasagollaswhich were fortunately
available near the temple gate.
From Jaipur they went to Push-
kar where the Mother climbed
the Savitri hill. Though her right

, 00T T UzUwODI T w U Odapkme, Odnd Wakshnk DBV, Uklg had become rheumatic at

opened. The Master appeared Onp the way Swami Yogananda Dakshineswar,

she could still

ETT OUT wOT T w, OUT T Way EuddemyhiaBE s iyl Y méWe about freely, so that it was
this mantral Ow 8 Ol B 06 7 wreveruibthe! talih. BVHeA Urbgin +

day the Mother thought that it

Ma was giving him pomegranate

not too strenuous for her to as-
cend the Savitri and the Chandi

was a mere fantasy and so did seeds, the Mother saw as though hills and walk a round Vrinda-

nothing. Besides, she

felt the Master himself was being fed.

ban for a fortnight.

EUT EOI EOw UT DOOD O § take ofl uRctriadiolsRE G0 w

UEaOw?, OUI T Uwl E Udytad krdhOnmgh @Hiderbtlrd, w

disciples within such a short pe-

UDOE wpOi wi i ULuOOUH,%DS@dhdﬁq@ Wit 2 Himu E

not also pay heed to a second vi-
sion of this kind. On the third
day she remonstrated with the
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Swami Yogananda saw a terrible

Return to Calcutta

RfFer spending_a_year in the holy

EOEw 01 00DOT wi DOQus g RO HAE Uhdy p\(o_ w

seen you but I am helpless.

ith the 37 ] Ul zOw 071 w OUE
, EUDT UOws (wEOOZ Unyrks® weld) (i RabmkkbsihE) O
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ceeded to Calcutta by way of Al-

%\ﬁéﬂéd Qihéte At Tl & & ton-
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fluence of the Ganges and the the same time? There is a story
Yamuna, the Mother offered the UT EUwWOOET w2bDUEwW
Ul OEDODPOT wxOUUDOEG@IAOGWIw G UEWWIT QG
nails and hair. Of this the Mother  miseries? Make everyone in your
UEPEOuws (UwUT T w, E Krdgdo z-UaliTy&ub Sulbjécts w ¢

nary thing? When | went to T Exxa8 w8 OUwWEEOuw 1 68z
Prayag (Allahabad) after his de- 1 EOEw EQUPIT Ul EOQOuw

mise, | carried with me his hair El w | Exxaw EUw 0T

for immersion in the holy water. s 61 OOOwUT T awEEOD Uil 8
As | took up the hair in hand Why not satisfy all their needs

with a view to offering it in the I' UOOwUT 1T wudaEOuwW wEU
placid water of the confluence of a OUwbPbBUT 6z i

the Ganges and the Yamuna, a Then Rama called Lakshmana \\

wave leaped up unawares and EOEWUEDPEOWS & OwE G DOL

took away the hair from my hand
and hid itself again in the placid
water around. That holy place
shatched away that thing from
my hand for its own sanctifica-
UPpOO6z 6

my kingdom that all their needs . . . . . . L. .. L .
will be supplied from my treas- ObUBI UWEEEOUEDOI Oac
UUadzwbi 1l OwOT T wxl OxOl wil EVEwWUT PUOw
they came and explained the_ir s DUEDXxOl 6w?3711 Owb U
needs. The treasury was laid [ UUDOWOT w* EUOGEY »

open. But such was the dispensa-

tion of Rama that soon the roof of

the royal palace showed cracks QU1 1 Uow 261 EQw 1 OU

At this place Lakshmi Devi, a
and water seeped through. Ma- + E JOEy » w

widow as she was, had her head

shaved clean according to the sonsszre sr(]ant for to repair thbe
custom of the place; the Mother cracks. But there were none to be

EPEWOOUWEOWUOS w! t‘i’“it‘)d fWhe(;Lﬁ) |V¥T1‘Slﬁu}{)daf?%r§r Pauree
eye was being played then the 0 be foun € sSubjects aso Swami Gambhirananda, Holy

drama of her constant union with ~ ©@M¢ and complained that be- Mother Sri Sarada Devi(Chennai,

cause there were no masons or
the Master and through the . Sri Ramakrishna Math, 1955)

physical eyes, too, she was hav- wqumen, their .houses' and pp.133-146
ing frequent visions of him. Ac- buildings were falling to pieces.

cordingly, she could not remove Then, seeing no other way, Sita

her hair just as she could not take UEPEwWUOWIEOEOQuUWS Gﬂeewhll:ngs P S %H(Jjél de\}l lth”'

off her ornaments earlier. Thus in the wet like this. Let every- Holy Mother, (Chennai: Sri Rama-
brimming with the happiness thing be as it was. Then we can krishna Math, 1982) pp. 2-3.
born of visiting the most sacred get workmen again. Everybody

places and the repeated visions (iannE)t‘ b;e happy qt th’e‘ same Lo s . N
of the Master. she returned to UPOIl 0Zws20OwWEIl wbUOws wEOUPI Ul EWl1EOEOG

Calcutta, where she stayed in the In.the “N'”k"”g of an eye every-

house of Balaram Bose. tplqg__wgs_l asAlt\usAed 0 Pei C\)nAe\ O, i e
EOUOEwW!l I UwbPOUOOI OwEIl EPOO wWws + OUEOuwW
it is true that this life is only a

Sarada Devi
s-Ow OO0l WEEOwWUUI T T Uwi OUwEOOwW UT T w

, 001 1T Uow?3i 1 weul Ephecoaepwliuspend alldig wi U OO w

of grief. How can one understand  days on this earth in suffering.

joy if there is no sorrow? And EV_‘?B{ ?Ct_ion \briNng.s its“ ownre- o o
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. Direct Disciples: Swami Niranjanananda

ami Niranjanananda Jayanthi was celebrated on Monday 7 August 2017. As a good shepherd knows hi
sheep by sight, so Ramakrishna recognised the intimate disciples who had been born to carry his mess:

UwUOOOWEUWI T wOl UwdO!l woOi wUli 1T O0wi T whOUOEwWOOYDPOI
them as would a most loving father.

this experience:

| was then working in an office.

- One day | went to visit Sri Rama-
~ krishna at Dakshineswar.
. wrote a mantram on my tongue

He

~ | and asked me to repeat it. What

\\;nn\ ﬂr‘.‘ j

Swami Niranjanananda (1862 -1904)

The Training of Niranjan

Swami  Saradananda  writes:
Shortly after the arrival of such a
devotee the Master would call
him aside, ask him to meditate,
and then under the influence of
divine inspiration he would
touch certain parts of his body
like the chest or the tongue. By
UT EQwxO01 O0wUOU
mind would become indrawn
and sense objects would vanish
from its perception. His accumu-
lated impressions of the past
would be activated and produce

UxDUPUUEOW Ul EODAEDEOIR BIOUFt Bad ]

Besides touching the devotees in
that way, the Master initiated
some of them with mantras.

The Master with a mantram initi-
ated Niranjan. He later described
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. an experience! After returning

home, even when my eyes were
closed, | began to see innumer-
able fireflies in my room. The

| mantram was vibrating in my

head and in every limb of my
body. | wanted to sleep, but |
could not stop the repetition of
japam. | had previously been un-
aware of this phenomenon. | be-
came scared and thought that |
would go out of my mind. After
three days | returned to Dakshi-
neswar and said to the Master,
22PDUOwW PT EVwW T EVYI
Oly2w 0l UwodBUUI
he laughed and withdrew the
power of the mantram. He then

Niranjan was habitually good -
natured, but he had a violent
temper. One day, when he was
going to Dakshineswar on the
public ferry, he overheard some
of the other passengers speaking
sneeringly of Sri Ramakrishna,
saying that he was not a true
man of renunciation but a hypo-
crite who enjoyed good food and
every comfort, and whose disci-
ples were gullible schoolboys.
Niranjan protested strongly, but
the speakers ignored him. At
this, Niranjan became enraged,
jumped to his feet, and began to
rock the boat, threatening to cap-
size it in midstream. Niranjan
was a powerful swimmer, he
could easily have swam ashore

ﬁ]jteé (BUylng Eo% BI? threﬁ} The

xapeliiggetit 5‘%“&1'1‘?‘6 6‘6 aouw

they begged to be forgiven.

When Sri Ramakrishna heard

UEDPEOuw ? ( @Gjapd bantfaf QldUt Bhis incident, he rebuked

he repetltlon of . JalgamAeffort-
boaWES

2UPw 1EOEOUDPUI OB dwp(QUBBIUEGIDPOT wE

tions to Niranjan

from person to person. For in-

stance, he scolded the mild
tempered Yogananda because he
had not protested some false ac-
cusations made against him; but
the Master instructed Niranjan

differently:

October 2017
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g - PUEONEO®wW Ul Yi Ul 6ad,
SUSER YD BECAED OO0 wi | WUE

never to let it carry you away.
The seeming anger of a good

P N

no more than a mark made on

R It 0P 1O

made. As for those meanminded
people who talked against me,

OT T awkl Ul Oz OwbOUUT u

quarrel with ¢+ you could waste
your whole life in such quarrel-
ling. Think of them as being no
more than insects. Be indifferent
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to what they say. See what a On 15 June 1884, M. recorded the POUOEG > w21 EOOEOaQuw’
great crime you were about to feelings the Master had for the monastic ideal for his would ¢
commit, under the influence of Niranjan in The Gospel of SHEl WOOOEUUDPEWEDUED x (
this anger! Think of the poor Ramakrishna: AEUPwWOUUUwWUI OOUOET 1
helmsman and the oarsman in T OCEzwi OUwIl PUw OPOuU
that boat ¢ you were ready to with the devotees. Just then s.anm./asi, the man of rengncig—
drowg ‘therrl toq “and ~tr1e3i had Niranjan arrived and prostrated tion, is a world teacher. It is hIS
EOOI wOOUI BDOI 62 wuw example that awakens the spiri-

himself before him. At the very 7"~ E ¢ EAAUEDBOUBI UL
sight of this beloved disciple the UUEOw OouU CUUOT UL

Slaves of Lust and Gold Master stood up, with beaming IRamakrrllshrﬁ W‘?S overjoyed to
eyes and smiling face, and said, earn that Niranjan was not at-

At one time Niranjan was com- 2 8 OUwi EYi wEOOI w OIGCBGSE’J?&B’??HJ ang Woy'd ¥hw
pelled to accept a job with an in-  see, this boy is absolutely guile- OEUUaow - BUEONEOW UC

digo planter at Murshidabad, less. One cannot be guileless WOMan never —enters —my

more than a hundred miles north  without a great deal of spiritual Ul oul i uuc> w. O_‘“th w) L

of Calcutta. Sri Ramakrishna was discipline in previous births. A Proud father, the Master praised

aggrieved when he heard of this hypocritical and calculating mind ~ 2 YEONEOwWUOwWUT T wEl

EQOEwWU] OEUDI EOw? ( uah £eubePditan@od) wi E Vi wat N;:gnjan. He is got attach(:d to

been more pained had | heard of s e a anything. He spends money from

i pOwEl EOT 67w wiPPUEOLTEH DEYS Yo iifistohrl dolRetfo lakeBpbakifati £ E U
veil has covered your face. IUiS ~tients to the hospital. At the pro-

pecause you have accepted a job posal of marriage he says,

job to maintain his aged mother. - o office. One must keep ac- g & O OEOl UUn w3l EVUwbUI

With a sigh of relief, the Master counts there. BeS|des,.one must of the Vishalakshi [a stream near

OOOEw-DUEGNEoowv?T%?Wrj%@ﬁ%@ﬁﬂwéé@5U%U9995uzw(wUI

UPT i 08w ( Owp ooz 0uESYBE EEB L8 Mty PP wEwODdT T 082 w

. . state of worry. You are serving in
mind. But I tell you, if you had

an office like other worldly peo-
done so for your own sake, | le; but there is a slight differ- On that same day, while sittin
could not have touched you. Pe; g A g

. _ ence in that you are earning in his room at Dakshineswar,
Really, it was unthinkable that . .
money for the sake of your Ramakrishna was chanting the
you would stoop to so much hu- Iﬂoth r 8 must h%N th names of gods and goddesses. M
OPOPEUDPOOS w#PDEODZ! OpwOT EU AW oo o D T T
OBDODEUDOOO W 0z Bj'lflwl [ﬁ?w Hfﬁbx Pl“é@&r&@dadommezamspwmo Bi U@ w
Niranjan had not the least trace or.she is the very embodimentof Ul x1 EUI EQu Ol O w
6i wpOxUUPUawpOwl PO} y :

After the music the Master sat

when he saw Niranjan, he
learned that he had to accept the

g%li%sful Mother of the Uni- which is a name of God. Saying

verse. If you had accepted thejob s - PUEONEOEz wi 1l whkl x
Upon hearing this remark, a fof the sake of wife and children, tees wept too. With tears in his
member of the audience ques- ( W UT OUOEwW i EVI w VIEDIEGuu Gl %Bu ,wEW00 Guu U E
0POBI EwUi 1 w, EVOT VUMM U3 PYE & & E Wi, By thddb Come! Eat this!
condemning service; but how can When shall | make my life
we maintain our families without e U111 0 - _ . Dlessed by feeding you? You
EUGDOT woOOdl ays w3 PPUYPYoRkOGY F O have bsbudd whisthlmaritform
xOPl EOw? +1 Owi powPPYREBOI UwEowuoswpYWwOaWUEOI Sz w? w/ |
EOOz Owi OUEDE w E O aRérénkribhwa( had Q\Eoétyﬂ)e@ ioP L'j:age .caII of the .Master reached
only to these young aspirants teaching. One was for the house- \ranian: He resigned from his
[pointing to Niranjan and otheils holders, who are obliged to take job and came 'Fo visit the Master.
P Owl OUOWE wE OE U U safe tukklr fadiie &nY bt ~» § an ecstatic mood, Rama-
Ramakrishna did not want his  same time practise spiritual disci- _OU_D U I_ O_E wUOOEwl BOOwW
inimate  disciples to become plines. He reminded them con- M9 'Nan mcﬁgo -thUSG of such a
slaves of lust and gold. UOEOUOA Ow? %d U U0 wPBFE B8 PAIYR 19 YY1 1w

UOEI wOOwaOUUWEI xUUe
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stood in such a place with a bow
ECEWEUUOPG? w- DU
Master was all + knowing. With

tearful eyes he surrendered him-
Ul Ol wOOw1EOEOUD
all these days | could not recog-
OPUIl wadUd?» wnUbO
jan visited the Master frequently.

Free Will and Predestination

Sometimes the young disciples
would discuss the various rid-
dles of life. Once in Dakshines-
war Niranjan and others had a
long discussion on free will and
predestination. Unable to reach
any conclusion, they approached
the Master. At first the Master
was amused by their naive ideas
but then he commented more
seriously: Does anybody have
free will or anything like that? It

Reach

In the Service of the Master

IInLuSeptember 1885 Sri Rama-
krishna had to move to Shyam-

Jkur, Calcutta, for his cancer
treatment. Niranjan left home
EQOEwWEI EEOIl wUI T w, EI
keeper, as he was strong and he-

roic by nature. Following his doc-
UOUZUWEEYDEI OwlEOEC
from the smoggy environment of
Calcutta to a garden house at
Cossipore on 11 December 1885.
Cossipore was then a suburb of
Calcutta and not very far from

the Ganges. The Master was

quite happy despite his terminal

cancer. On the morning of 23 De-
cember Ramakrishna gave unre-
strained expression of his love

for the devotees. He said to
Ramakrishna kept close watch - PUEONEOOwW?8 OUwWEUI
OVIi UwOi 1 wEPUEDx AU U QO uEWHEN @QudO U Bt w
ing, and dayttotday behaviour. EOOUT I UwEI YOUI | z Uw

Sri Ramakrishna (1836-1886)

Training to be a Great Spiri-
tual Leader

PUwWEaw&a&OEz Uwpk D OO0gkdOdIPA duddistddnitiéay heURIEA wa OUUwWHOOT UwUx

thing has already happened and
will continue to happen. Man
understands this last of all. Let
Ol wi YT WEOQwI BEOXx
will: 1t is like a cow tied to a post
with a long tether; she can stand
at a distance of one cubit from
the post or she can go up to the
whole length of the tether ac-
cording to her choice. A man ties
a cow with the idea: Let her lie
down, stand or move about as
she likes within that area. Simi-
larly, God has given man some
power and also the freedom to
utilize it as he likes. That is why
man feels he is free. But the rope
is fastened to the post. And re-
member this: If anybody prays to
god earnestly, God may move
him to another place and tie him
there, or lengthen the tether, or
even remove it completely from
his neck.
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a good teacher, the Master un- 1 O1 E62 w! awODPYDOT whH
compromisingly trained his inner 0T 1 wET YOUT 1 Uz wO P O w(
tcircle disciples so they could tion also grew by leaps and
pelam® Igredy Btitusl Wdadéds.! Bbunds.

Selft control and truthfulness are
indispensable to spiritual life.
Once, on seeing Niranjan take
too much ghee(clarified butter), for a visit. When he returned, the
which was believed to create lust, » EUUI UWUEDBEOw?/ Ol E
0T 1w, EVOI Owi BECEDBDBOLL] @&t BoERUE OF
ness! You take so much ghee! Are ? %OUOI UOa w( wOOY I E w:
you eventually going to abduct Putnowitisimpossible formeto

x1 Ox 0l zOUwEEUT T 01 QYU BuERMIB BIUas0 6 2
Another day the Master saidtoa Ul Uwl BxOEDOI EwUOwW,
devotee (pointing at Niranjan); IS showing who belongs to the
2+000wECw 01 DU w E OrRe6Icle angd vhetgtieouan 1

lutely guileless. But he has one Those who are living here, re-

fault: he is slightly untruthful — nouncing the world, belong to
nowadays. The other day he said the inner circle; and those who

that he would visit me again very ~ Pay occasional visits and ask,
UOOOOWEUDwi | wEPED7QRIEBDYI §3 QUPEYPUY .
ing this, Niranjan immediately OUUl UWEDUEOI 072 wwuw

Once Niranjan went back home

apologised.
The young disciples took turns
around the clock serving the
October 2017 Pagel7
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Master. Moreover, they were
practising spiritual disciplines
according to his instructions.
They renounced hearth and

home and surrendered them-
selves to Sri Ramakrishna. The
following incident reveals how

the Master protected the disci-
ples: One evening Niranjan and a
few other disciples decided to get
juice from a date palm near the
southern boundary of the gar-
den. The Master knew nothing
about this. When it was dark,
Niranjan and others walked in

the direction of the tree. In the
meantime, Holy Mother saw the

Master running down the steps

and through the door. She won-
ET Ul EOw ?' Obw DU wton atbeuMastet UP E Ol y wwards her husband. Once this
How can anyone Who nee_d_s he!p After he had been at Cossipore woman came to Cossipore. .at
even to cha__ngNe h'S, position I ¢or three or. four months, Rama- about noon gnd yvanted to visit
El Bw DUOw 0O w EQuyEHPBRY i @4 & 4ty e Peeed Vel iepeee By

could not believe here eyes, so at the entrance. She then became

Cossipore Garden House

ET EPOG6~> w31 1 w, EUUSing uide (SO IR&Emakrishtbw O U w
to divulge this account to others. Master was fond of her singing
but was careful about her as she
cherished towards him madhura

NN o~ o~ N oA~

UT 1T whl O0wOOWOT 1wy b P LUz gl by

see if he was there. Ramakrishna
was not in his room. In great con-
sternation she looked all around,
but she could not find him. At
last Holy Mother returned to her
room, extremely confused and
with much apprehension.

After a while Holy Mother saw
the Master running swiftly back
to his room. She then went to
him and asked about what she

T EEwWUI 1 06w’ | wui N6 epeday gnd nightayih 2 e

Uwi OUw0i i wpOOBEBS W' 1 w

noticed that. You see, the boys
who have come here are all
young. They were proceeding
merrily to drink the juice of a
date palm in the garden. | saw a
black cobra there. It is so fero-
cious and it might have bitten
them all. The boys did not know
this. So | went there by a differ-
ent route to drive it away. | told

UT1 w UOEOI Ow ?2#00

ated that it was hard to reco§nise

that he would free himself from
the cancer. During this time the

Ii%éJ Ohysterical. Hearing this, the Mas-

ter asked Shashi to escort her to
him, and he blessed her. She then

CEUOT Uw 00O0E w - b U PYRIEIBKE moredeaseatvis

am now in such a state that who-
ever sees me in this condition
will attain liberation in this life

by the grace of the Divine
Mother. But know for certain that

its. Niranjan adopted an unbend-
ing attitude and prevented her
from visiting the Master. Most of
the young disciples were very
apprehensive because of her un-

POwWbDOOW UT GUUI O RS 8 sgeminaly Yigs ¢y,

hearing this from the Master,
Niranjan became more vigilant
about his guard duty. He sat at

ban on his head and a stick in his
hand to keep outsiders from vis-

iting the Master. Niranjan some-

times had to hurt people, but he

accepted this as an unpleasant
duty necessary to protect the
, EUUT Uz UwoODi 18

A mentally ¢ ill woman used to
accpmpany~Vﬁay Goswami to the

I%ahjtgjmﬁleoa dalysrtﬁhelsvélapalnd“

lent behaviour. However, when
the woman was finally discour-
aged, she paid no further visits.
Rakhal expressed his sympathy

feel sorry for her. She causes so

much annoyance, and for that he

UUIF T T U0wUOOE2»w( OO
NEOQwUI OEUOI EOQw? 80U
because you have a wife at

I 001 62w 1EOT EQw UI xC
22UEl WEUETT POT 6w"' O
utter such words before him [Sri
1EQEOQOUDPUI OE¢y 2 w3101
mained silent. He appreciated
1EOI EOz UwOOYI WEOE wk
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