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SAYINGS AND TEACHINGS IN THIS ISSUE

1. Obituary of
Swami Atmasthananda, 15th

President, Ramakrishna Math
He alone enters the kingdom of Heaven who is not a thief of his and Ramakrishna Mission

own thought. In other words, guilelessness and simple faith are the

Sri Ramakrishna: On Guilelessness and Simple Faith

roads to that Kingdom. 2. News from Australian
Source:Great Sayings: Words of Sri Ramakrishna, Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekanar d&€ntres
(Kolkata: The Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, 2013), 10. § Adelaide
Sri Sarada Devi: On God-Consciousness § Brisbane
§ Canberra
What does a man become by realizing God? Does he grow two s Melbourne
horns? No, what happens is that he develops discrimination § Perth
between the real and unreal, obtains spiritual consciousness, and § Sydney
goes beyond life and death. God is realized in spirit. How else can
one see God? Has God talked to anyone who is devoid of spiritual 3. Feature Articles
fervour? One envisions God in spirit, talks to Him and establishes a
relationship with Him in spirit. A . Sri Ramakrishna and the
Source: Teachings of Sri Sarada Devi, The Holy Mottiadras: Sri Ramakrishna Indian Contribution to World
Math, 1982), 16 Harmony| Arnold Toynbee

Swami Vivekananda: On Education

What is education? Is it book learning? No. Is it diverse knowledge? ' g pjrect Disciples | Unity in
Not even that. The training by which the current and expression of
will are brought under control and become fruitful is called
education. Now consider, is that education as a result of which the
will, being continuously choked by force through generations, is
now well -nigh killed out; is that education under whose sway even f  Unpublished Spiritual Counsel
the old ideas, let alone the new ones, are disappearing one by one; from Respected Swamis of the
is that education which is slowly making man a machine? Ramakrishna Order

Varietyy Swami Vivekananda

1 Selected compositions and tezch-
ings of Swami Vivekananda

Source:Teachings of Swami Vivekanan@lkata: Advaita Ashrama, 2006), 50.

e welcome you all to the Vedanta Movement in Australia, as
epitomized in the lives of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and Swami
Vivekananda, and invite you to involve yourselves and actively participate in the propa-
gation of the Universal Message of Vedanta
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Special Announcement

Passing Away of Swami Atmasthanandaji Maharaj

15th President of the Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission

With deep sorrow we announce the passing away

of Swami Atmasthanandaji , President of Rama-
krishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, on Sun-
day, 18 June 2017at about 5:30 pm at Rama-
krishna Mission Seva Pratishthan hospital, Kol-
kata. He was 98. He was admitted to the Seva
Pratishthan hospital on 21 February 2015 for the
treatment of old -age ailments. In spite of the best
medical attention, his condition grew worse over
the last few days.

The cremation took place at Belur Math on Mon-
day, 19 June 2017 at 9.30 p.m. The gates of Belur
Math remained open all through the night of the
18th and the 19th till the last rites were com-
pleted.

He was born on the holy Buddha Purnima day in
May 1919, at Sabajpur, near Dhaka. He received
mantra dikshafrom Swami Vijnananandaji Maha-
raj (a monastic disciple of Sri Ramakrishna) in
1938 and joined the Ramakrishna Order at Belur
Math on 3 January 1941 at the age of 22 years. In
1945, Swami Virajanandaji Maharaj, the sixth
President of the Order, gave him Brahmacharya
vows, and in 1949, Sannyasa vows, and the name
Swami Atmasthananda.

After serving the Order at Belur Math and the
branches at Deoghar (Vidyapith) and Mayavati
(Advaita Ashrama), he got the opportunity to
serve Swami Virajanandaji, the then President of
the Order, for a long time. He spent several years
in his holy company in the solitude of Shyamla
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Tal in the Himalayas. In 1952, he was posted to
the branch at Ranchi where there was a TB Sana-
torium as an Assistant Secretary. He worked hard
to expand the Sanatorium's services in many
ways. He was sent to Rangoon (Yangon) Sevash-
rama as its Secretary in 1958. He developed the
Sevashrama hospital and it soon became the best
hospital of Burma (Myanmar) at that time. When
military rulers took over Rangoon Sevashrama,
he returned to India in 1965. He was posted to
Rajkot branch as its head in 1966. The beautiful
temple of Sri Ramakrishna at Rajkot Ashrama
was built during his tenure on his initiative.

He was elected a Trustee of the Ramakrishna
Math and Member of the Governing Body of the
Ramakrishna Mission in 1973. In 1975, he was
appointed an Assistant (General) Secretary of the
twin organizations. Under his stewardship as Re-
lief Secretary, the Math and Mission conducted
massive relief and rehabilitation operations in
various parts of India, Nepal and Bangladesh. He
became the General Secretary of the Math and
Mission in 1992 and continued to be in that post
for five years till 1997 when he became a Vice
President of the Order. He was elected President
of the Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mis-
sion on 3 December 2007.

Swami Atmasthanandaji travelled extensively in
various parts of the country and visited many
branches of the Order and some unaffiliated cen-
tres. In 1998, he visited various places in the USA,
Canada, Japan and Singapore. He also went to
Malaysia, Fiji, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh at differ-
ent times. In all those places, he spread the mes-
sage of Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi, Swami
Vivekananda and Vedanta and also gave mantra
dikshato many spiritual seekers.

He was one of the key persons to organize Palli-
mangal (integrated rural development) activities
in Kamarpukur and Jayrambati, a youth training
centre at Saradapitha (Belur) and many other so-
cial service programmes.

| Swami Suvirananda, General Secretary
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1. NEwS FROM AUSTRALIAN

ADELAIDE

506 Glynburn Road, Burnside, SA 5066

Email: vedanta.adelaide@gmail.com
Contact:Dr Raman Sharma on (08) 8431 9775

Mrs Pathma Iswaran on (08) 8379 5336
URL: http://vedantaadelaide.org

Daily Activities:

1 The Centre is open every evening from 6:45pm
for aratrikam starting at 7:00pm which is un-
dertaken by the local devotees.

Regular Activities:

1 Swami Sridharananda visited the Centre and
delivered discourses on the SrimadBhagavad
& b béthree days in April, May and June. A
dedicated group of devotees attended his
talks, which are recorded.

1 Reading of The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishnia-
cluding discussion on relevant points, was
held on the first and third Sunday of the
month.

1 Some devotees have been providing commu-
nity based support for meeting the educational
needs of children from under -privileged back-
grounds on a weekly basis at the Centre.

B RISBANE

12 Greenwood Street, Springfield Lakes, QLD 4300

Email: info@vedantabrisbane.org
Contact: Swami Atmeshanand®7) 3818 9986
URL: http://vedantabrisbane.org

Daily Activities:

1 Meditation and the chanting of hymns were
conducted between 6:15am and 7:15 am on all
days except on Sundays when it is held from 8
am. to 8:30 am.

1 Vesper servic@ratrikan), bhajans and readings
from The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishmgere held
between 7:00pm and 8:00 pm.
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CENTRES 0 APRIL TO JUNE 2017

1 Members were encouraged to visit the Centre
and discuss topics concerning spiritual life.

Regular Activities:

1 Sunday mornings:- a) Yoga class (8:30dm9:45
am).b) Srimad! T E1 E Y Elass &1D:00&m

11:00 am). ¢) ! EOEwW2EOT T EwOUWET

(10:00 anp 11:00 anduring school term ).

1 A discussion group met on the first Monday of
the month at Sunnybank Hills (7:00 pm | 8:30
pm).

1 Sanskrit classes were held every Tuesday (6:00
pm | 7:00 pm).

1 Religious classes were held every Wednesday
at West End Primary School for children (3:00
pm | 4:00 pm).

1 Classes onMeditation and Spiritual Lifg7:00 pm
| 8:00 pm at 134 Fleming Rd, Chapel Hill,
QLD 4069) and the Ramayand7:15 pm| 8:15
pm) were held on alternate Fridays.

1 Chanting of the Sri Ramanama Sankirtanavas
held fortnightly at the Centre on ekadashdays
(7:30 pm| 8:15 pm).

1 Prayer meetingsatsangy were held on the first
Saturday of every month.

1 Devotees took turns in decorating and wor-
shipping Sri Ramakrishna's image every week
at the Sri Selva Vinayakar temple, South Mac-
lean, QLD.

1 Swami Atmeshananda conducted Vivekachuda-
mani classes at Toowoomba on the
first Thursday of every month.

Other Activities:

1 Swami Atmeshananda was invited to be the
guest of honour at a classical dance concert in
Brisbane on 8 April 2017.

1 The Kannada Association of Queensland in-
vited Swami Atmeshananda to deliver a talk at
the Ugadi celebrations on 29 April 2017.

1 Swami Atmeshananda participated and spoke
at the Hindu heritage camp organised for chil-
dren at the Sunnybank Primary school on 30
April 2017.

1 Swami Sarvarupananda, Secretary, Rama-
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Swami Sarvarupananda at Springdfield

krishna Mission, Sri Lanka, visited the Centre
from 30 April to 4 May 2017. During his visit,
he gave a public lecture at the Mount Om-
maney library and another at the Centre on 1
and 3 May, respectively.

Swami Atmeshananda participated in a meet-
ing of community leaders from different In-
dian organisations organised by
the Queensland Transcultural Mental Health
Centre. The Centre, a government body, dis-
cussed methods and means of providing sup-
port to families in terms of mental health,
abuse and associated social and cultural issues.
The Centre agreed to organise regular work-
shops and talks on mental health based on
spiritual and moral values.

Celebrations:

|l

Sri Ramanavamwas celebrated on 5 April 2017
with worship, singing of Sri Ramanam Sankir-
tan and distribution of prasad.

The birthday of Sri Sankaracharya was cele-
brated at the Centre on 30 April 2017. A talk on
the life and teachings of Sri Sankaracharya,
chanting of hymns and singing of devotional
songs and worship were held on the occasion.

Buddha Purnima
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1 Buddha Purnimawas celebrated on 10 May at

the Centre with worship, chanting of hymns,
reading from the Dhammapadand distribution
of prasad Subsequently, on 14 May, a talk on
the life and teachings of Buddha was organ-
ised at the Centre.

1 The Annual celebration of the Centre was or-

ganised on 27 May at the Indooroopilly State
High school. The programme consisted of de-
votional hymns by the children of Bala Sangha
(Sunday school), speeches by Dr. Ashim Ma-
jumdar, Vice President, Brisbane Chapter of
Vedanta Centre of Sydney, Swami Sridharan-
anda, Jennifer Howard, MP, the Honourable
Member for Ipswich and Assistant Minister of

Children of Bala Sangha at the Annual Day

State Assisting the Premier, and Steve Minni-
kin, MP, the Honourable Member for Chats-
worth, Shadow Minister for Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander Partnerships and Multi-
cultural Affairs. The programme consisted of
dances by students of the Nadananjali school
of dance and Eswaralaya Kalaikoodam from

Jennifer Howard, MP, Honourable Member for Ipswich

and Assistant Minister of State Assisting the Premier
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Brisbane and Klassical Rhythms, a troupe from

Dubai. Food was served to all the attendees. CANBERRA
Around 450 persons attended the event. 17 Bean Crescent, Mckellar, ACT 2617
Forthcoming Programmes: Email: vedacanberra@gmail.com
1 Guru Purnimawill be celebrated at the Centre Contact: Mr Jaishankar Venkataraman 6258 760233 593
860
on 9 July 2017.
1 Krishna Janmashtamiill be organised on 14 L
August 2017 Regular Activities:
1 Sri Sri Durga Puja Ashtamivill be held on 28 ' Swami Sridharananda conducted monthly
September 2017. classes on theSrimadBhagavad Gitat the Bel-

connen Community Centre, 2 Chandler Street,
Belconnen, Canberra. Gita talks were held on
21 May and 18 June

Swami Sunishthananda represented the Ve-
danta Centre of Sydney at the High Commis-
sion of India in Canberra to deliver a talk in

connection with the International Yoga Day on

3 June 2017.

Other News

1 The Centre has appointed a builder to con- q
struct a multipurpose building at 96, Vedanta
Drive, Springfield Lakes. We are hopeful that
the building construction would start by Au-
gust 2017 and is expected to be completed in 9
months' time.

9 The Centre, in collaboration with the Gold
Coast Hindu Association, organised a dance
concert by Klassical Rhythms from Dubai on 26
May 2017 at the Nerang Bicentennial Commu-
nity Centre.

 On 28 May 2017, the Centre organised a dance
concert by Klassical Rhythms at the University
of Southern Queensland Arts theatre. Cr. Paul
Antonio, the Honourable Mayor of Toowoomba
was the guest of honour. Gitie House, President,

Toowoomba International Multicultural Society, Swami Sunishthananda at the High Commission
gave a welcome speech. A large audience en- of India
joyed the classical and folk dances.

M ELBOURNE

5-7 Angus Ave, Ringwood East, VIC 3135

Email: vedanta.melb@gmail.com
Contact: Mr Suresh Ravinutal@413 040 599

Daily Activities:

1 Vesper service @ratrikam) and reading from
The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishmgre conducted
between 7:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

Cr. Paul Antonio, the Honourable Mayor of

Toowoomba, with Klassical Rhythms at USQ o
Regular Activities:

1 Swami Sridharananda continued to deliver
monthly discourses on the SrimadBhagavaed
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Gita at the Centre from the Thursday to the PERTH

Saturday of a prescheduled week
51Golf View Street, Yokine, WA 6060

Celebrations:

ll

. . Email: vedantaperth@gmail.com
To mark the holy occasion of Ramanavami perth@g

o+ OUE W 1EOE z UwskteathB(prayera A Bomag:&-ljirej Mukhopadyay 0411 478 244
meeting) was held on Sunday, 9 April 2017 at Parthiv Parekh 0430 511 699
10:30 am at the Centre. The programme in-

cluded chanting, bhajans flower offerings and Daily Activities:

readings. . f Vesper service f@ratrikan), bhajans reading
from The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishra@e con-
Other Activities: ducted between 7:00 pm and 8:00 pm.
! Swami Sarvarupananda, Secretary, Rama-

krishna Mission, Colombo, Sri Lanka,. visited Regular Activities:
the Melbourne Chapter of the Vedanta Centre § Satsangasvere conducted on the first Sunday

of \Sydney from F[iday, 5 MaAy\to\ Tyesd‘ayi 9 __ of every month. The programme included
» BEawl YAow ws Ol I UWEOE Wl UlchaptigguElita BR4ABHARS Feltings Ak
with Swami Sarvarupananda, at a special sat- prasaddistribution.

sang on Saturplgy@ May 2017,' !—|e spoke apout . .1 Swami Sridharananda . cantinued . tq. deliver ..

s2xDUDOUEOW+BITzOwbT BETWRERNEL QM Y fid Sblebidald v

followed by a Q&A session. He also spoke at Y

the Vinayagar Temple at Basin in Tamil on

s31T 1T wOUEUUTI Owep»OUUWUEDPOUUAWOI wibl T Ul OUUw+bPYDOT 7

Other Activities:

1 A working bee session was held once every
month.

1 The Vedanta Multipurpose hall is used about
5 days a week by Prana Yoga which is led by
an acclaimed yoga teacher who is a member of
the Yoga Australia.

Celebrations:

1 Swami Vivekananda's birth anniversary was
celebrated on 22 January 2017 fron1:00 am to
12:00 noon with readings from Swami
Vivekananda's life, followed by bhajansand

Swami Sarvarupananda in Melbourne

, aratrikam
Forthcoming Programmes:
1 Guru Purnimawill be observed on 9 July 2017. SYDNEY
1 Durga Pujawill also be observed. The date will be 2 Stewart Street, Ermington, NSW 2115

circulated later.
144A Marsden Road, Ermington, NSW 2115 (Entry)

Email: vedasydney@vedantasydney.org
Contact: 02 8197 7351
URL: www.vedantaaustralia.org
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Daily Activities: Adult Learning Australia, was conducted with

q The shrine was open from 6:30 am to 1:00 pm training and advice to those who sought help.
and 4:00 pm to 8:30 pm seven days a week. Other Activities:

1 Meditation from 6:30 am to 7:30 am and chant- 1 Swami Sarvarupananda, Secretary, Rama-
ing from 7:30 am to 8:00 am. krishna Mission, Colombo, Sri Lanka, visited

| Vesper service @ratrikan), bhajans and read- and resided at the Vedanta Centre of Sydney
ings from The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishmare from 18 April to 26 April 2017. He was in Syd-
conducted from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm. The times ney on invitation from Abhaya Karamwhich
change on special occasions. raises funds for the orphanage at Batticaloa

under the Ramakrishna Mission. On 19 April

Regular Activities:

 Swami Sridharananda conducted his chapter-
wise study of the Srimad! T ET E Y BrESu& D
days between 9:30 am and 10:30 am.

9 A Class for Ladiesas held every Monday be-
tween 10.30 am and 12.30 pm. Swami Sun-
ishthananda initiated discussion on Meditation
and Spiritual Lifeand the Katha Upanishad.

1 Bala sangha classeghich include moral and :
spiritual lessons, drama and movement were Swami Sarvarupananda with Swami Sridharananda
conducted for children every Saturday be-
tween 4:45 pm and 6:45 pm during the school
term.

2017, he spoke at the Vedanta Centre of Syd-

Ol awOOwUT 1 ws31 EET DOT Uwoi
1 A spiritual retreat was held at the Vedanta
29 April 2017 from 8:30
e retreat included talks,

1 Meditation sessionsvere conducted by Swami
Sunishthananda on Sundays between 5:00 pm
and 5:30 pm. Classes o EUEONE 0Dz Uws ST EL S?G”SVET‘%TQ
were conducted between 5:30 pm and 6:15 pm. am 1o 5:39 pm.

chanting, music, discussion and presentations
by group leaders. The retreat was led by

9 Parlour talks were conducted by Swami Srid-
harananda at 1/98 Condamine Street, Balgow-
lah, NSW 2093, near Manly Beach on Tuesdays
between 7:30 pm and 8:30 pm.

9 Classes on the 5BDYI1 OEE T wekeé coi= O #
ducted by Swami Sunishthananda every
Wednesday between 7:30 pm and 8:30 pm.

9 Classes on the! T é1 Eweéie @Gdhducted by
Swami Sunishthananda every Friday between
7.30 pm and 8.30 pm.

1 2UDbw1lé OEOé OF wad Eddd@erdd bk O
ekadashdays after the vesper service. Spiritual Retreat at VCS

1 Sanatan Satsang Sabha sandgram Katha once
every month.

Swami Sridharananda and 41 people attended
1 Devotees also received spiritual counselling the full day event.

andguidance. 1. The Annual Day of the Vedanta Centre of Syd-
1 s807T Ewi OUWSYI UaEOEaz whE U WS QRENE b 26 WS 2042 FeRagum

fied Yoga Teachers on Tuesdays and Satur- Function Centre at Wentworthville. The An-
days. nual Day commemorates the founding of the
1 Broadband for Seniors, under the auspices of Centre. It included an invocatory dance by
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Isha Deodhar, depiction of Bhakta Prahlada by Celebrations:
the children of the Bala Sangha, Sarod recital ¢ Ramnavamiwas celebrated on 5 April 2017 at

by Sandipan Ganguly and students from May- the Vedanta Centre of Sydney. The celebration
ura Academy, Ruchi Sanghi Dance Company, included puja, chanting of the Sri Ramanam
Samarpan School of Fine Arts and Samskriti Samskirtanand other bhajans There were 110
School of Dance presented the harmony of the people who attended and had prasad.

four yogas as embodied in the logo of the 1 Buddha Jayantivas obseved on 10 May 2017.

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission. The programme included the recitation of the

Over 400 people attended. Pragyaparamita stotram, talk on Buddha and
T Swami Vedamrittananda, from the Vedanta Buddhism by Swami Sunishthananda and

sided at the Vedanta Centre of Sydney from 10 Forthcoming Programme:

March 2017 to 5 June 2017. . _ ) _ _
1 Special Puja of Sri Ramakrishna in honour of

i Swami Sunishthananda represented the VCS Swami Atmasthanandaji Maharaj on 2 July 2017
as a speaker at the International Yoga Day or- _
1 Guru Purnima on 9 July 2017

ganized by the Hindu Council of Australia at .
the NSW State Parliament on 21 June 2017. T Spiritual Retreat on 29 July 2017

From the Annual day of the Vedanta Centre of Sydney

o L - | R - &k T A os 2017
(L) From Left: Christine Rigby, Parramatta Council, Vanlalvawna, Consul General of India, Swami Sridharananda,
Dr. Geoff Lee, State Member for Paramatta and others

O‘Smﬁa ¢ Chandor
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2. FEATURE ARTICLES

A. Sri Ramakrishna and the Indian Contribution to World
Harmony o Arnold Toynbee

UOOOEwW3 OalOEI T OwUT T wi EOOUUW! UPUDPUT w' PUUOBUDEC
U1 wUDT OPi PEEOGET wEI I POEwWUT 1 WwEEYI OUwWOi w2UDw1
time when there was exclusivism on a number of fronts, in both the East and the West. Exclusiv-
ism of Religion was perhaps an example that occurred in both the East and the West. Sri Rama-
EAWYEUPOUUWOEOI U w2UPwW1EOEOUDPUI OEZUwxUEEUPET woOi wlOi
religions like Islam and Christianity and perfection in these paths not ordyfirens this Vedic declaration for
Hinduism, but for the world at large which continues to be plagued by exclusivism through extremism. Exclusiv-
PUOOWPOwWUT T wgUl OEwWOl wUl OPT bOOOwW!I OCEUWUT EUwOOl zUwbD
OUPUT OEzUwOPiI T wUIT UUPT awlUT E0wOOwUDAT Ol wuil OPT DPOOwWI E
1EQEOUDPUI OEZUwOPI I wPUWEUOUTT OwOOwUT 1T wi OUT wbObwUT PUwW

| have been asked to speak, as
well as to take the chair. | am ‘ e
much touched and honoured. It FERG P Q"
is, | think, characteristic of the " N e &
Indian spirit that an Indian reli-

gious order should have invited
an Englishman to speak at this
anniversary meeting that is a
memorial to Sri Ramakrishna.

| speak with diffidence, because
| am an outsider. In a few min-
utes you will be hearing Swami
Ghanananda, who will be {
speaking from inside. An out-
sider cannot say anything of
much value. Still, | have several
things in my mind which I
should like to put before you:
firstly, whether one is an insider
or outsider, one is deeply con-
cerned, because religion is the
most important concern of
every human being who passes
through this world. Secondly,
religion knows no barriers of

Sri Ramakrishna (1936-1886)

nationality. It may speak
through a Hindu mouth or a
Christian one or through a Mus-
lim one; but, if the message does
truly come from the source of
truth, it speaks to each one of us

Issue No. 40

direct. Thirdly, this [latter
point] is the special insight of
Hinduism, and the special gift
that Indian religion has to give
to the world.

July 2017

The Hindu attitude is the op-
posite of the exclusive-
mindedness; and this is In-

A s oA~ AN

harmony.
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3T T wil OEOw O w 2 U bintolerard E@ped ¥ In@ Enore) w

life was union with God. Hav- wrong than it has been in the

ing been born in India as a past; it has always been as

Hindu, he approached this goal wrong as it could be, but today

first along the Hindu road. itis more dangerous than it has

Later, he approached it along ever been. The Hindu attitude

the Muslim road and then the is the opposite of the exclusive-
Christian road as well. Butall OPOEI EOIl UUOWEOEwWOUT {
the time he was also a Hindu. contribution to world harmony.

; A Muslim or a Christian might  Sri Ramakrishna was in the
Arnold Toynbee UEaows 80Uw EE Oz UwoiidGan haif & ebtunyul®836-U w
EEOz OUwUEOI wOUU w iB&E Hooklup Ghelbithe dhU w
give up all others, because ours ventional histories of India deal-
o PUwWUOT T wOOOawUDT ling with @bsé yearsu Yau' ny E U w
Some of the religions that have 1, 5 66y GEa 6 w s (w E EnBtufind Bie] nami (56 Raink-1 U1 w
arisen 'EO th~e\ W?St OI Ipd|a aré _ roads and many more, because krishna in the index. You will
DOEODOI Ew UOW UEa Qujsby il B6l' Jé b Yheidatodapoui wartaduipdiezs; i 6
U_UUUI_O < w w' DOEUBUOW POUOEW OOUw o esiablishment of British rule
q'SPUte,th"s but it wou!d 90_0” . N _ . .. .over India; the Indian Mutiny.
UOwUEao ws 81 UOwa @H whis pofnt, Wikyself Wellede) Uyo@ il find something about
we have it t00, but neither of US  that Hinduism has seen further  economics; the digging of irriga-
has the whole truth or the same into the truth than the Western  tion canals; the building of
piece of it. No human being religions have. | also believe roads and railways.
ever can have the whole truth, that this Indian understanding
because truth has an infinite of the truth is of supreme sig-

number of sides to it. One hu- njficance and value for the hu- Now open a life of Sri Rama-

man being will get one glimpse  man race today. krishna. Fortunately he had a
of the truth, another will get a disciple who did for him what
different glimpse.  The two Boswell did for Dr. Johnson.

glimpses are different, but both 2 6 1 w EEOw Ol E U U Giswodk B &véry R rebEidof
are illuminating. Also, two 1 EOEOUDUI OEz U Ahis cdhvertatibmd OwiinEaCyreat
glimpses are more than twice as  power, like theirs (Buddha or
lluminating as one glimpse.  chyist) indirectly by seeing
Truth is one, bgt there are_ many .o torce and impetus of the
approaches to it. These different religious movement which he

views do not conflict; they sup- Wb OWOOUDOD S
x 01 61 60wl EET wooi{lugyPou 0

This recognition of the many - Of course, it always has been,

sidedness of religious insight and always will be right qnd
and experience was part of Sri good that we should appreciate

1EOEOUPUIT OEz Uwoi YUY i B dtu P&
also part of his life, becauset if | glimpses Of_ ”f’th as_well as. our
am right + his life and his mes- own; but this is particularly im-

sage cannot be distinguished portant today, when thg peoples
from each other. He gave his of the world are facing each

message by living as he did. ot.her at close quarters, armed ”
with fearful weapons. In this Buddha

situation, the exclusive-minded,
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Jesus Christ

deal too about his religious ex-
periences, recorded at first-hand
by an eyewitness. You will

find that this book ¢ called The
Gospel of Sri Ramakrishdamen-
tions none of the things that fill

the conventional history books

about India in those same fifty
years.

Sri Ramakrishna was born and
brought up in a village in Ben-
gal. He spent most of his life in
a temple on the bank of the
Ganges, only a few miles away
from Calcutta. Outwardly, his

life might seem uneventful. Yet
in its own field - the field of re-
ligion ¢ his life was more active,
and more effective, than the
lives of his contemporaries ¢
Indian and English + who were
building the framework of mod-

It drew

group of his younger disciples,
headed by Swami Vivekananda,

- became the first members of the

Religious Order that is holding
this meeting here tonight. If |
am right, Sri Ramakrishna him-
self did not found his order in
any formal way. You might say
that it founded itself after his
death through the continuing
effect of his life and by the disci-
ples who had lived with him
during his later years.

There can be few people alive
today who are old enough to
have known Sri Ramakrishna
personally. Most of us today
can know him only at second
hand, in the way we know, say,
Socrates or the Buddha or Christ
or Mohammed. But we can
measure his spiritual power,
like theirs, indirectly by seeing
the force and impetus of the reli-
gious movement which he set in
motion.
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- communion with God.
~ to him people of all ages, and a

get a mention.) Future histories
of India and of the world will |
am sure, have much to say
about the practical achieve-
ments of modern India. | am
thinking particularly of the com-
munity development work.
This is helping the peasants, in
the hundreds of thousands of
Indian villages, to realize that
they can do something, by their
own efforts, to make their lives
better. Making them better
means making them better ma-
terially as a means to making
them better spiritually + and this
brings us back to religion and to
Sri Ramakrishna.

One last word: Indian ideals and
Western ideals are not mutually
exclusive. There is room for
them both, and need for them
both. Put them together, and
they will be able, between them,
to do great things for humanity.

Source:
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and the Indian Contribution to
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Ramakrishna the Great Prophet of
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ideals are not mutually ex-
clusive. There is room for
them both, and need for them
both. Put them together, and
they will be able, between
them, to do great things for
| UOEODPUaG?
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lifetime. Perhaps Sri Rama-

In history _bqoks _ written fif
T
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modern than theirs, in the sense
that his work may have a still

greater future than their work

will ever have.
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now, | do not think Sri Rama-
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( not that it very much matters
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B. D IRECT DISCIPLES : UNITY IN VARIETY 0 SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

uring his first visit to the West, Vivekananda travelled to England three times: from September to

November 1895, from April to July 1896, and from October to December 1896. Miss Margaret Noble

@OEUI UOw2PUUI Uw-BYI EPUEAwWPUOUTI wbOwi 1 UWEOOOW3 |

yet it was surely my good fortune, that though | heard the teachings of my Master, the Swami
Vivekananda, on both the occasions of his visits to England in 1895 and 1896, | yet knew little or nothing of him ir
xUPDYEUI wOPi 1 OwUOUPOwW( WwEEOT wOOw( OEPEwWPOwUIT | wi EUOa WEE
Vivekananda] had risen to his feet by this time, and stood looking round his audience as if begging some of then
NOPOwiI POBw?26T awUl OUCEWOOT wil EUy2w OEwWUT T OOwbhOwUOC
EOOYPEUDPOOOW? (I wOT PUwPUwWOUUT OwbkpiT EVwI OUT wUT OUOEWOEUL
During his second visit, the swami electrified English audiences with his jnana yoga lectures. In addition he gave
series of lectures at the Royal Society of Painters in Watercolours in Piccadilly, in clubs, educational societies, al
in private circles. The British press expressed great admiration for him. Vivekananda wrote to a disciple in Madra:
2(Ows 01 OECEwWOawbPOUOWPUWUTI EOOawUxOl OEPES~>» w5DYI OEOE O
lives for his mission. Two of them were J.J. Goodwin, who became his stenographer and recorded many of
lectures, and Margaret Noble, who later went to India and established a school for girls and women. Vivekananc
left England on 16 December and travelled overland to Naples, the port of departure to India.
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The shift from looking out-
wards to the innermost reality
of our being

fore, a man looks outwards, not
within himself. A certain wise
one, desiring immortality, with
inverted senses, perceived the
21 Ofl w PPUT POB~» w
Swami Vivekananda, the first
inquiry that we find in the Vedas
was concerning outward things,
and then a new idea came that
the reality of things is not to be
found in the external world; not
by looking outwards, but by
turning the eyes, as it is literally
expressed, inwards. And the
word used for the Soul is very
significant: it is He who has gone
inward, the innermost reality of
our being, the heart centre, the
core, from which, as it were, eve-

London, c. 1890s

rything comes outs; The central enter the trap of far-reaching

sun of which the mind, the body, death, but the wise, understand-

the sense organs, and everything ing immortality, never seek for

else we have are but rays going the Eternal in this life of finite
OUUPEUEUSW?, 1 OwOUWEDOPOEDW B wwH WiEXT w
lect, ignorant persons, run after made clear that in this external
desires which are external, and world, which is full of finite
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Swami Vivekananda in London
c. 1896
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We have seen how at first there
was the desire to go to heaven.
When these ancient Aryans be-
came dissatisfied with the world
around them, they naturally
thought that after death they
would go to some place where
there would all be happiness
without any misery; these places
they multiplied and called svar-
gast the word may be translated
as heavens - where there would
be joy forever, the body would
become perfect, and also the
mind, and where they would live
with their forefathers. But as
soon as philosophy came, men
und that_this .was.. impossible .

later on it is dropped entirely, for
they found that immortality
which is beyond time and space
cannot be spoken of with regard
to any physical form, however
subtle it may be. However fine it
may be, it must have a beginning
in time and space, for the neces-
sary factors that enter into the
make-up of form are in space.
Try to think of a form without
space: it is impossible. Space is
one of the materials, as it were,
which make up the form, and
this is continually changing.
Space and time are in Maya, and
this idea is expressed in the linet
261 EQwbUwi 1 Ul OwUOT E
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happiness is followed by mis-
ery as its shadow. Life has its

infinite in place must begin and
continue in time. Therefore, they

shadow, death. They must go had to give up that idea. They
together, because they are not found out that the gods who

laws that apply here must bind
them, and all laws involve de-
struction and renewal again and
again. These laws are moulding

contradictory, not two sepa- lived in these heavens had once matter into different forms, and

rate existences, but different
manifestations of the same
unit, life and death, sorrow

been human beings on earth,
who through their good works
had become gods, and the god-

crushing them out again. Every-
thing born must die; and so, if
there are heavens, the same laws

EQEwWi ExxDOI UUOWEBD EUEH @I, pisE omust hold good there.

things, it is impossible to see and
find the Infinite. The Infinite

must be sought in that alone
which is infinite, and the only

thing infinite about us is that
which is within us, our own soul.

Neither the body, nor the mind,

not even our thoughts, nor the
world we see around us, are infi-
nite. The Seer, He to whom they
all belong, the Soul of man. He
who is awake in the internal
man, alone is infinite, and to seek
out the Infinite Cause of this
whole universe we must go
there. In the Infinite Soul alone

DIwEEOwIDOEwDUow

there too, and what is there is
here also. He who sees the mani-
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different states, different posi-
tions; none of the gods spoken of
in the Vedas are permanent indi-
viduals.

For instance, Indra and Varuna
are not the names of certain per-
sons, but the names of positions
as governors and so on. The In-
dra who had lived before is not

the same person as the Indra of
the present day; he has passed

away, and another man from
earth has filled his place. So with
all the other gods. These are cer-

tain positions, which are filled

successfully by human souls who
the
con mon

they die. In the old Rig-Veda we
i POEwWUI | wuwhOUEwWs POOOUUEOD
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Duality of existence

In this world we find that all

happiness is followed by misery
as its shadow. Life has its
shadow, death. They must go
together, because they are not
contradictory, not two separate
existences, but different manifes-
tations of the same unit, life and
death, sorrow and happiness,
good and evil. The dualistic con-
ception that good and evil are
two separate entities, and that
they are both going on eternally,
is absurd on the face or it. They
are the diverse manifestations of

?? I‘§raselve§ f?l w bameuand the same fact, one time
of gods yet even

appearing as bad, and at another

time as good. The difference.does ..
UazwUUI Euw
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not exist in kind, but only in de-
gree. They differ from each other
in degree of intensity. We find as
a fact that the same nerve sys-
tems carry good and bad sensa-
tions alike, and when the nerves
are injured, neither sensation
comes to us. If a certain nerve is
paralysed, we do not get the
pleasurable feelings that used to
come along that wire; and at the
same time we do not get the
painful feelings either. They are
never two, but the same. Again,
the same thing produces pleasure
and pain at different times of life.
The same phenomenon will pro-
duce pleasure in one, and pain in
another. The eating of meat pro-
duces pleasure to a man, but pain
to the animal, which is eaten.
There has never been anything,
which gives pleasure to, all alike.
Some are pleased, others dis-
pleased. So on it will go. There-
fore, this duality of existence is
denied. And what follows? We
can never have ultimately every-
thing good on this earth and
nothing bad.

The history of the world shows

that evil is a continuously in-

creasing quantity, as well as
good. Take the lowest man; he
lives in the forest. His sense of
enjoyment is very small, and so
also is his power to suffer. His
misery is entirely on the sense
plane. If he does not get plenty of
food, he is miserable; but give
him plenty of food and freedom

to rove and to hunt, and he is
perfectly happy. His happiness

consists only in the senses, and
so his misery also. But if that
man increases in knowledge, his
happiness will increase, the intel-
lect will open to him, and his
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senseenjoyment will evolve into
intellectual enjoyment. He will
feel pleasure in reading a beauti-
ful poem, and a mathematical
problem will be of absorbing in-
terest to him. But, with these, the
finer nerves will become more
and more susceptible to miseries
of mental pain, of which the sav-
age does not think. Take a very
simple example. In Tibet there is
no marriage, and there is no jeal-
ousy, yet we know that marriage
is a much higher state. The Tibet-
ans have not known the wonder-
ful enjoyment, the blessing of
chastity, the happiness of having
a chaste, virtuous wife, or a
chaste, virtuous husband. These
people cannot feel that. And
similarly they cannot feel the in-
tense jealousy of the chaste wife
or husband, or the misery caused
by unfaithfulness on either side,
with all the heart -burnings and
sorrows which believers in chas-
tity experience. On one side, the
latter gain happiness, but on the
other, they suffer misery too.

You can argue thus throughout,
the higher the ideal you have in
the brain, the greater is your en-
joyment, and the more profound
your misery. One is like the
shadow of the other. That the
evils are being eliminated may be
true, but if so, the good also must
be dying out. If good increases in
arithmetical progression, evil in-
crease as geometrical progres-
sion. And this is Maya. This is
neither optimism nor pessimism.
Vedanta does not take the posi-
tion that this world is only a mis-
erable one. That would be un-
true. At the same time, it is a mis-
take to say that this world is full
of happiness and blessings. So it
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Sister Nivedita

is useless to tell children that this
world is all good, all flowers, all
milk and honey. This is what we
have all dreamed. At the same
time it is erroneous to think, be-
cause one man has suffered more
than another, that all is evil. It is
this duality, this play of good
and evil that makes our world of
experiences. At the same time,
011 wsl EEBOE

that good and evil are two, are
two separate essences, for they
are one and the same thing, ap-
pearing in different degrees and
in different guises and producing
differences of feeling in the same

OPOES» w200wUIT 1 wi DUL

Vedanta is the finding of unity in
the external, the One Existence
manifesting Itself however differ-
ent It may appear in manifesta-
tion.

We find, then, that this world is
neither optimistic nor pessimis-
tic; it is a mixture of both, and as
we go on we shall find that the
whole blame is taken away from
nature and put upon our own
shoulders. At the same time the
Vedanta shows the way out, but
not by denial of evil, because it
analyses boldly the fact as it is
and does not seek to conceal any-
thing. It is not hopeless; it is not
agnostic. It finds out a remedy,
but it wants to place that remedy
on adamantine foundations; not
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